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This study was focused to find out if there is or not any correlation between students’ 
anxiety and speaking ability at the 3rd semester students of English Department IAIN 
Palangka Raya. The method of this research was quantitative and correlation was the 
design of the research. The sample of the research was the 3rd semester students of English 
Department at IAIN Palangka Raya consisting of 30 students taken by cluster random 
sampling technique. The instruments were questionnaire and speaking test. The first 
instrument was FLCAS questionnaire sheet developed by Horwitz et.al (1986), and the 
second instrument was speaking test. The result of this research showed that the result of 
r calculation for students’ anxiety and their speaking test is -.269. Based on the table of 
interpretation of r value, the result of r calculated (-.269) is between 0.200 and 0.400, This 
value shows that there is a negative correlation in low correlation criteria. From the 
significance (2 tailed), the writers get the score .151. It means r>0.05 which showed Ho 
cannot be rejected. The result explained that there is a correlation between two variables, 
students’ anxiety and speaking ability of 3rd semester students of English Department 
IAIN Palangka Raya. 
 





English is an international language, someone who can speak English fluently will 
feel they are highly qualified compared to others and will usually also have high access 
to information. English is the international language. English has practically become a 
major language in recent years. In Indonesia's entire school, English is one of the main 
subjects. Therefore, It has been taught at various levels of education; such as primary, 
junior and senior high school. In the hope that students are prepared to face the era of 
globalization through their studies in formal education.  
 
As a foreign language, English is sometimes considered a very difficult subject to 
be mastered by the students in Indonesia. Mastering foreign language in universities, 
especially English is one of requirements to be successful in many fields because English 
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has a big role in connecting the students for many purposes, such as to study abroad or to 
look for a job in companies. The main point of learning a foreign language is how we be 
able to communicate using that language. Speaking a foreign language is a major part of 
communicating in that language. So, in communication, speaking becomes an important 
skill that must be mastered. 
 
The students interested in learning English, including listening, speaking, reading 
and writing must master their four basic skills in learning English. Speaking is an 
important skill to be acquired by the students as it involves oral communication and 
several elements, such as grammar, vocabulary, pronunciation, fluency, and 
comprehension. 
 
According to Mackey (1965: 266) stated that speaking is an oral expression which 
involves not only the use of right sounds in the right pattern of rhythm and intonation, but 
also the choice of words and inflection in the right order to convey the right meaning. 
When someone speaks English with their friend or even foreigners without inappropriate 
pronunciation and structure. It will occupy a miscommunication between them, either she 
or he cannot understand what the speaker talks about. The listener will then provide 
incorrect information. In case, the proper meaning of information needs to be obtained by 
speaking with appropriate pronunciation, grammar and vocabulary. Most importantly, 
information that speakers say must be smooth and understandable so that the speaker does 
not get misunderstood with the listener. 
 
Sometimes students are confused by the teacher's teaching material in the process 
of teaching and learning, but they got hesitated to ask their teacher. They feel embarrassed 
to tell that they do not even know what the teacher says. Thereby, when the teacher 
explains the material, they choose to listen to the teacher silently. 
 
Students need to be courageous when they want to speak out their ideas or when 
they want to ask something that they do not yet comprehend with other English students, 
because if they have a good grammar and language skill, then it's useless because they do 
not want to speak by using English. They are certainly very anxious to speak in English 
with many people or even with a friend. They are too terrified of speaking English 
because if they fail in pronunciation and voice, the other students are laughing or teasing 
that student, so their anxiety is more evident than ever before. 
 
Anxiety has a major effect on the development of second languages. It means that 
if the students are not so anxious, they will gain English more successfully. Thornbury 
(2005) stated that the factors which can increase to speak incorrectly and cause an acute 
sense of anxiety are the lack of vocabularies, improper grammar, and fears of mistakes. 
In addition, Juhana (2012) said that the very limited chance to practice can be the causes 
of being not confidence, shyness, and silence that impede a natural communication. If 
they expect that they are going to be failed on acquiring English, they will not be able to 
speak English well. They will not be able to speak English properly if they expect that 
they are failing to acquire English. 
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This study is interested in finding out the students’ anxiety in learning English, as 
described above, by figuring out the correlation between the anxiety of students and their 
ability to speak. The writers also investigate the aspects of anxiety that most influence 
students in English-speaking as well as the aspects of speaking that most impact the 
anxiety of students and speaking English at the third semester students of English 




The type of this study was a quantitative research. It is because the study analyzed 
the correlation between student’s anxiety and speaking ability. Quantitative research is 
based on the measurement of quantity or amount. It is applicable to phenomena that can 
be expressed in terms of quantity (Kothari, 2004). Quantitative research used objective 
measurement to gather numeric data that are used to answer questions or test 
predetermined hypotheses.   
 
The research design of this study was correlation research. In correlation research, 
before a researcher starts to do the research, firstly makes the planning. The planning, it 
self, is named as research design. According to Arikunto (2002), research design is a plan 
or program made by a researcher, as the activity target that will be done. 
 
Ary (2003) stated that “Correlational research is nonexperimental research that is 
similar to ex post facto research in that they both employ data derived from preexisting 
variables. There is no manipulation of the variables in either type of research”. So, it can 
be concluded that correlational study is a study that is not in the form experimental and 
no manipulation needed in conducting it. 
 
In conducting a study, population and sample is an important part. According to 
Gay (1992), population is the group of interest to the researcher, the group to which she 
or he would like the result of the study to be generalizable. Moreover, Ary (2010) said 
that an important characteristic of inferential statistic is the process of going from the part 
to the whole. The small group that is observed is called a sample and the larger group 
about which generalization is made is called a population. A population is defined as all 
members of any well-defined class of people, events or object. The population of this 
study is the third semester students of English department of IAIN Palangka Raya since 
the third semester students learn English speaking for everyday communication subject 
which has correlation with speaking anxiety. Besides, third semester students will have 
probability having speaking anxiety since they are classified as new students at IAIN 
Palangka Raya. 
 
Sample is part of population which wants to be analyzed. Therefore, sample shall 
be seen as a notion to population and is not population itself (Bailey, 1994). On the other 
hand, Arikunto (2002) stated that “if the subject less than 100, it is better taken all so its 
research constitutes population. Hereafter if total subject outgrow, therefore get among 
been taken 10 25% or 20-25% or more”. 
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Shortly, sample is a part of population that being observed. In this study the 
writers took one class of the third semester students of English Department of IAIN 
Palangka Raya. The writers used probability sampling by using cluster random sampling 
to choose one class from the population to be observed as the sample. 
 
In order to be able to collect the data needed, in this study the writers used two 
instruments, they were questionnaire and test.  
 
Questionnaire was a technique of collecting data by giving several items of 
question in written form consisted of open and closed questions. It was given to one class 
of the third semester students of English Department of IAIN Palangka Raya in order to 
gain the data about students’ anxiety in learning speaking English. The writers used 
Foreign Language Classroom Anxiety Scale (FLCAS) that was developed by Horwitz 
et.al.  
 
FLCAS questionnaire was used to categorize the students into two types. The first 
type was the students who had high anxiety and the second was the students who had low 
anxiety. It was also used to know the aspects of anxiety correlating the most to the 
students’ anxiety in speaking English.  
 
The writers used FLCAS questionnaire in the form of Likert scale adopted from 
Horwitz with five degrees option; strongly agree, agree, neither agree nor disagree, 
disagree, and strongly disagree. The scale ranged in this questionnaire from 1 to 5. 
 
Here are the questionnaire item specification:  
 
Table 1. The Spesification of FLCAS 




2 Test Anxiety 5,8,10,11,12,16,17,21, 
22,25,26,28,30,33 
42% 





 Total 33 items 100% 
 
The second instrument used in this study was test. Test is a sequence of questions 
or exercise, which is used to measure skill, knowledge, intelligence and ability of 
individual or group (Arikunto, 1998). Specifically, the test used in this study was speaking 
test. The writes made use of the test to assess students’ English-speaking ability. The 
students were asked to do a speaking performance by using ‘My Daily Routine’ for the 
topic. They had to perform it in front of the class and it was recorded by using mobile-
phone. The writers gave 5 minutes to prepare their performances. Meanwhile, the test 
held for about 3 until 5 minutes.  
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The researcher used oral proficiency scoring categories from Brown (2004, p. 
172-173) as a guidance in measuring students’ speaking ability, it is the standard for 
scoring the students’ speaking ability.  The scoring consisted of five items: Grammar, 
Vocabulary, Comprehension, Fluency, and Pronunciation. 
 
The writers used questionnaire and speaking test in collecting the data to find out 
the correlation between students’ anxiety and their speaking ability. To determine 
whether there is or not any correlation between students’ anxiety and their speaking 
ability, Person Product Moment Correlation was used. 
 
Table 2. Interpretation Correlation 
Correlation value (r) Interpretation 
0.000-0.200 Very low correlation 
0.200-0.400 Low Correlation 
0.400-0.600 Fair Correlation 
0.600-0.800 High Correlation 
0.800-1.000 Very High correlation 




 In this study the research studied about the correlation between Students’ Anxiety 
and Speaking Ability at the third semester students of English Department IAIN Palangka 
Raya. In order to get the data, the writers asked them to answer the questionnaire and 
perform speaking performance.  
 
The first data is taken by asking the students to answer the questionnaire. The 
questionnaire consists of 33 items of anxiety. The result shown the means of students’ 
anxiety score (X)= 4943.1 (s=5732.05). The data revealed that 60% from 30 students have 
low anxiety. Whereas, another 40% from 30 students detectable in high anxiety. 
 
The second data is taken by asking the students to perform a speaking 
performance. The writers got the mean score and standard deviation. From all participants 
(N=30) the result shown the means score of speaking test (Y)= 3008.76 (s=3328.11). The 
data revealed that from 30 students there were 20% have an Excellent criterion, 17% in 
Very good criterion, 23% in Good criterion, 27% in Fair criterion and 13% in Poor 
criterion. 
 
As the data shown above, the researcher got the result of each variable. This is the 
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Table 3. Correlation Between Students Anxiety and Speaking Ability 






Sig. (2-tailed)  .151 






Sig. (2-tailed) .151  
N 30 30 
        *.Correlation is significant at the 0.05 level (2 tailed). 
 
The table above showed the correlation coefficient equaled r=-.269 which 
indicated there was negative correlation between two variables. From the r number (-
.269) the writers could use it to know the strength of correlation between two variables 
(see on interpretation correlation by Riduan on table 2). The number of -.269 resided 
between 0.200 - 0.400, that means there is low correlation.  
 
The result of analyzing the data significane 0.151 (Level of Significance 0.05 and 
2 Tailed) clarified Ha rejected. The hypothesis testing concluded that N.Sig > 5% where 
Ho cannot be rejected. It told that both students’ anxiety and speaking ability are 
correlated in low correlation. 
 
The null hypothesis which said, “There is a correlation between students’ anxiety 




As the writers wrote in introduction, this study purposed to find out if there is or 
not any correlation between students’ anxiety and speaking ability at the third semester 
students of English Department at IAIN Palangka Raya. In learning a foreign language, 
English, it was important to practice or speak the new word that they know. By speaking 
the word or sentence, the learner will be helped in memorizing process. When the learners 
have problem in speaking such as feel anxious, fear or low self-confidence, it can be 
impact to their acquiring the foreign language. 
 
By the results, it can be concluded that there was negative correlation both two 
variables in low correlation. and the hypothesis testing showed there was a correlation 
between two variables, because N.Sig>5%, so it means Ho accepted and Ha rejected. 
 
Kondo and Yong (2004) argued that foreign language anxiety could have a 
negative impact on learners’ performance. Further, Gregersen (2005) maintained that 
anxious learners often find it difficult to respond effectively to their own mistakes. 
 
If we back to the theories and compare to the result that said there is a correlation 
between students’ anxiety and their speaking performance, it was in line with the theory. 
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In term of this study, the writers conclude that if students have high level of anxiety, they 
will perform poor speaking performance. Meanwhile, when students’ anxiety is low, they 




After calculating the data above, it is found out that the result of r calculated is -
.269. This value shows that there is a negative correlation between students’ anxiety and 
speaking ability. Based on the table of interpretation of r value, the result of r calculated 
(-.269) is between 0.200 and 0.400. It means that there is low correlation between two 
variables. 
 
The result of analyzing the data significance .151 The hypothesis testing explained 
that N.Sig>5% and for the result, the null hypothesis in this research cannot be rejected. 
It showed that both students’ anxiety and their speaking ability were correlated. It means 
that there is a relationship between students’ anxiety and their English-speaking ability. 
Hence, the increase of students’ anxiety is followed by the decrease of speaking skill. 
Whereas, the decrease of students’ anxiety is followed by the increase of speaking skill. 
The null hypothesis which said, “There is a correlation between students’ anxiety and 
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